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Notes to the performers...

Throughout each of the four parts, the eighth note pulse remains the same regardless of the
meter changes unless otherwise indicated by the tempo marking.

Molto vibrato is to be played by all players similarly to that of a jazz trumpeters “shake”. This
is a very wide Louis Armstrong like vibrato, roughly between the interval of a major second
and a minor third. The gradual transformations should start as approximately indicated in the
score/part.

Pianissimo (pp) should be played at almost an al niente dynamic level.

The solid line jazz fall offs (\) or solid line jazz upward scoops (/) should traverse an
indeterminate distance of somewhere between a major second and a minor third. They both
should be relatively short in time, starting as indicated by the rhythmic value.

The portamento should be interpreted as somewhere between a traditional portamento and a
slide.

Program Note...

Unease presents two sonic environments. One environment consists of a traditional, standard
repertoire sound world reflecting western homophony. The other is a monolithic environment
made of regularly and irregularly repeating figures of various lengths. One environment
imposes its characteristic nature onto the other contrasting sound world, producing a struggle
that destabilizes and distorts both their very natures and identities to various degrees until
both become unrecognizable. A return to original core principles becomes unlikely, resulting in
a weary and nebulous circumstance attempting to find the remaining bits of itself.
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A Reflection on What We’ve Become
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