After

an opera in two acts and one part
Act/Part I11
A theistic Transformative Afterthought
for
Two Principle Soloists, Chorus, Strings, Percussions, Piano, and Harp
by

Craig Bove






Act III presents the transformational power of the concept of After found on display in Acts I and II differently. In
Act I the concept of realizing the dwindling distinction between living and the dead is shown through quiet,
reverential acceptance. In Act II it is displayed by a lashing out against this concept. In both instances, the power of
the concept is embedded within the genre of opera theatre. It is presented in Act III by changing the Act into a
concert performance rather than an opera theatre production. Thus the musical environment is now drained of
dramatic energy. The presentation is smaller, more concentrated, and consequently less dramatic, reflecting the
affect resulting from engaging with the original concept.
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