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Notes on performance:

Dynamics must be observed precisely throughout.  pppp is to be interpreted as close to al 

niente as possible. 

The unspecified crescendo/decrescendo markings between measures 1-36 are to be 

interpreted between ppp and  p (unless otherwise notated).  The crescendo/decrescendo 

markings between 94-114 are to be interpreted between pppp and mp.   

This work is a sonic expression/interpretation of the Firebird sculpture created by Nikki de 

St. Phalle that is on permanent exhibit at Bechtler Museum of Modern Art in Charlotte, 

North Carolina.  Like the sculpture, the work embodies the "rise from the ashes" the 

Firebird represents through play, glimmers and flicker of sonic light.  Unlike the sculpture, 

this work also embodies the somber mourning that precedes fall and disintegration. 
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